"HIR MAJESTIES HIGH INDIGNATION":
The Mystery of Henry, Earl of Northumberland, /jc^.1
On the 2ist of June, 1585, the Earl of Northumberland—prisoner in the Tower for suspected
complicity in Mendoza's plot,—was found mortally wounded. Murdered, said an informant of
Mendoza.2 Slain by his own hand, said the official announcement; and to this day it is disputed
which is the truth. The author of "The House of Percy" 1902, classed the suicide story as a
"government subterfuge" to distract attention from Sir Christopher Hatton; whom he supposed
to be the assassin, on the strength of a retrospective hint by Sir Walter Raleigh, in a private
letter written when Hatton could not have contradicted him,—being nearly nine years dead,3
Representing the standpoint of Queen Elizabeth's Councillors, Holinshed's Chronicle answered
a rumour that Northumberland had been kept in such close quarters "with such penurie of aire
and breath, that thereby he grew sicklie and wearie of his life." He " had the libertie of five
large chambers," some of them looking out on " two faire gardens within the Tower wall, and
upon the Tower wharfe, with a pleasant prospect to the Thames, and to the countric more than
five miles beyond." The windows were of " a vcrie large proportion."^
In that Chronicle (as issued in 1586-7), Northumberland is depicted as having reason to dread
" Hir Majesties high indignation," because at Petworth, (his Sussex home,) he had secretly received
Lord Paget and Charles Paget. Both active adherents of Mary Queen of Scots, and pensioners of
Spain, they had come into England in disguise, in connection with a project which, in its final
results, will be treated in Vol. VI.
Brenan, in 1902, saw no motive for suicide. But Northumberland had a large family. If he
had been arraigned and found guilty, this, under the law, would have exposed nirn to forfeiture
of estates as well as life; and his children would have been deprived of his hereditary wealth
and honours (unless by a special Act of Grace of the Queen, as for the Duke of Norfolk's children).
But whereas an arraignment would have meant a disaster involving the whole family, if he could die
before the charge was publicly made, or sentence of High Treason could be pronounced, this meant
that the Percy children's inheritance would be saved.
Evidently Mendoza's assertion to King Philip, that he could count on the Earl of Northumber-
land for 3,000 'troops to join the invaders,5 was not known to the historian of " The Howe of Percy."
As Mendoza occasionally put on his list the names of noblemen who themselves denied com-
plicity with Spain—for instance Philip, Earl of Arundel,—it would be of interest to discover evidence
which might either confirm or refute Mendoza's statement. Nothing of the sort can be found at
Alnwick; but in a letter to Mary Queen of Scots from her devoted adherent Thomas Morgan, the Duke
of Guise, the Bishop of Glasgow, and the Earl of Northumberland are classed together as her firm
adherents.6 This also escaped the notice of the author of " The House of Percy."
It is not explained by believers in the murder charge, why Hatton should have wanted to
assassinate a prisoner who, if brought to trial, would most probably have ended on Tower Hill by
lawful sentence. But whatsoever the dealings of the 8th Earl of Northumberland with Spain,—the
Spanish plot, which had already brought Francis Throckmorton to the scaffold, should not be ignored
or belittled; for there are more man enough MSS. to show its reality, in the correspondence of King
Philip himself.
 1	Born circa 1533.   Knighted by Queen Mary; Governor of Tynemouth for her; and for Queen Eliza-
beth.   (Married to Katherine Neville, the eldest coheiress or Lord Latimer, whose second daughter
was the wife of Sir Thomas Cecil, Lord Burghley's eldest son).   General of the Light Horse in Eliza-
beth's first war, E.E. Vol. I. p. 172. Permitted by the Queen to succeed to the Northumberland title
and estates, after the forfeiture of his brother the 7th Earl for leading the Northern Rising. Though
the 8th Earl fell under suspicion in 1571-2, he was subsequently restored to favour; and acted as
Crown Commissioner for the breeding of horses in Sussex for Defence of the Realm. See " A History
of the House of Percy From the earliest times to the present century.   By Gerald Brenan. Edited ty
W. A. Lindsay, Esqre., X.C., M.A. (Windsor Herald)," London, 1902, Vol. II. pp. 1-30.   (See Ib:
Vol. I, Table ii, for the Percy pedigree).
 2	Cal: S.P.S. Vol. Ill, -p. 542.   Fr. Parsons uncertain whether suicide. C.R.S. vol. IV, p. 99.
 3	Brenan, House of Percy, II, p. 24, p. 29, states the murder is established by Raleigh " a matter of his-
tory "; but the letter he quotes (facsimile in E.E. forthcoming under date) also asserts that Burghley was
the "contriver of Norfolk's ruin"; whereas we know that Burghley  was Norfolk's friend, and
chosen by him as adopted father for the Howard children.  See E,R Vol. II. pp. 127, 136, 137.
 4	Vol. IV, pp. 602-615,   * See E.E. Vol. V, p. 33.   * State Papers, Murdin, (1759), p. 446.

